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Dear Friend,
As we share this holiday season, I want to thank you for your continued support of the Marjorie E. Korff Parenting At a Challenging Time (PACT) Program at Massachusetts General Hospital Cancer Center. Our team has spent the past year supporting caregivers and patients to help the children they love when a parent has cancer or other serious illness. This year, we have seen more patients than ever before, and expanded the reach of our program in innovative and powerful ways. We feel privileged to do the work we do, and we’re grateful for the many friends and partners who have joined our mission.

2010 has brought exciting opportunities to offer our services to new patient populations. We have partnered closely with Newton Wellesley Hospital (NWH) and Yale’s Smilow Cancer Center to bring the PACT model and content to cancer patients and families at these institutions, and we have collaborated with our colleagues in the ALS clinic, palliative care and neurology here at the Mass General Hospital to provide guidance to parents with illnesses other than cancer. In addition, the Home Base Program has adopted the PACT model. Home Base is a partnership between the Red Sox Foundation and Massachusetts General Hospital designed to help veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and traumatic brain injury (TBI) and their families. Working in cooperation with the Department of Veterans Affairs, the Home Base Program supports and serves veterans of the Afghanistan and Iraq wars who are experiencing emotional and psychological difficulties readjusting to civilian life following deployment. Our clinicians have worked diligently to adapt the lessons learned from the Marjorie E. Korff PACT Program to support the many professionals, parents and children who can now benefit from our years of experience and dedication serving Mass General Cancer Center. It is profoundly rewarding to see our years of clinical expertise continuing to serve cancer patients, as well as new groups of families across Mass General Hospital and beyond.
This year, our team has continued to share our guidance model with a growing professional audience, both in the United States, and outside our borders. This past May, our team presented at the International Psycho-Oncology Society’s (IPOS) 12th World Congress in Quebec City, Canada. And, in the June 28, 2010 edition of Cancer, a professional journal produced by the American Cancer Society, Dr. Cynthia Moore and I were invited to write an editorial titled, “A population-based estimate of cancer survivors residing with minor children.” The article explained the potential in utilizing the PACT model for addressing the concerns of more than 1.5 million cancer patients across the United States who are parenting nearly 3 million children. 
The next major hurdle for the PACT Program will be developing a sustainable training program, such as an endowed fellowship. Many excellent young clinicians are requesting PACT training, but funding remains challenging. Without intensive training opportunities for new fellows, there will not be a new generation of clinicians with this higher level of expertise; this is a key component of the vision for the future.
We would not be able to pursue our work if it were not for you – it is through friends and supporters like you that we have been able to reach out and help more families raise emotionally healthy children despite the challenges of a parent’s illness. Thank you! 

There is so much work to be done and so many new opportunities to advocate for children and parents. We must seek sustained support in order to advance our efforts. The financial challenges facing our country and health care put programs like ours that rely on philanthropy at risk. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to hear more about the PACT Program and our ongoing endeavors. If you are interested in learning more about ways to support the program, please contact my colleague in the Development Office, Michelle Filteau; Michelle can be reached at 617.724.6410 or mfilteau@partners.org.

On behalf of the PACT team, I wish you a happy and healthy holiday season filled with special family times.
Warm regards, 

Paula K. Rauch, MD

Director, Marjorie E. Korff PACT Program
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